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BECOMING MODERN: AMERICA IN THE 1920s

o Nebdaaed a PRIMARY SOURCE COLLECTION

THEM DAYS IS
GONE FOREVER !

Alvah Posen

Before introducing his long-
running Sweeney and Son in
1933, Alvah Posen made his
debut in the comic strip world
with Them Days Is Gone Forever,
a light-hearted view-of-the-times
that was syndicated in American
newspapers from 1921 to 1927.
Its innovative format featured
modern scenarios in four frames
—the first three progressing
with rhyming lyrics, the fourth
delivering the climactic daily re-
frain: “Them Days Is Gone For-
ever.” (The strip was later re-
titted Them Days Are Gone
Forever). Above the strip ran a
line of music to which the strip’s
“lyrics” could be sung.

With gentle humor, Posen
satirized the everyday foibles of
human nature and the distinctly
American rites of passage
(leaving bachelorhood was a
favorite)—and bade farewell to
aspects of life “gone forever” in
the 1920s, including low prices,
legal alcohol, naive well-behaved
children, and, as seen in the
eight strips presented here, the
demure tradition-bound woman
of old.

The Modern Woman of the Twenties /v

THEM DAYS IS GONE FOREVER

THEM DAYS IS
GONE foncvenr'!

THEM DAYS IS

GONE FOREVER !

National Humanities Center: AMERICA IN CLASS,® 2012: americainclass.org/. Alvah Posen, Them Days Is Gone Forever, distributed by United Feature Syndicate; permission request in process
to Universal Uclick. Complete image credits at americainclass.org/sources/becomingmodern/imagecredits.htm.
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THEM DAYS IS GONE FOREVER—Master This on Your Marimba—BY AL. POSEN
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EXCUSE THIS INTERRUPTIOAH

WITH REE'RENCE TO

THERE'S A QUESTION

e
7

PUZZLING ME

THE EINSTEIN LAW OF
RELATIVITY -

Chicago Daily Tribune, July 7, 1922 (top); August 21, 1922 (bottom)

Universal Feature Syndicate; permission request in process to Universal Uclick.

OREVER—"The Bobber-Shop Chord”—BY AL POSEN
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GONE FOREVE

TWENTY ~TWO —

CROWDED AS THE OTHER

THIS PLACE 15 JUST AS

GOSH-EVERY SHOP 1S FILLED

WITH GIRLS - I'VE SEARCHED
THE WHOLE TOWN THROUGH -
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THEM DAYS 1S GONE FOREVER—Flcut This on Your Flute—BY AL POSEN

Chicago Daily Tribune, October 17, 1922 (top); January 25, 1923 (bottom)

AND THEY COULON'T PUT-THE-SHOT

COLLEGE | THEY COULDN'T THROW-THE -HAMMER

IFF'RENT LOT

'I"HEM DAYS IS GONE FOREVER—Croon This on the Campu:.—BY AL. POSEN

THE GIRLS BACK IN
PANS WERE QUITE A
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