_MILITARY BROADSIDES_

of the American Revolution

The most immediate form of written communication during the Revolution was the broadside—a one-page handbill printed quickly to
spread breaking news and deliver government and military announcements. The Continental Army, Continental Congress, and state
and local war agencies printed them continuously to publicize orders and resolutions, requisition supplies from civilians, alert the
public to imminent threats from the British army, and proclaim days of thanksgiving and prayer. This collection includes eight
American broadsides and one issued by the British army, which used the same medium to distribute news, orders, and requisitions.

of a tyrannical Congrefs, have now not only an Opportunity of
manifeling their Spirit, by afliting in reducing their too-long de-
luded Countrymen, but alfo of acquiring the polite Accomplifhments
of a Soldier, by ferving only two Years, or during the prefent Re-
bellion in America.

: 7 1775. Call for food and provisions.
3 sk, o ? Issued by: Quarter Master General of the Continental Army,
; g C i 5 A : Cambridge, Massachusetts.
JHead-8 gariers, Cambridge, aysh Augufs 1775+ Addressed to: Civilian merchants and farmers.
1S Exeellency General WasningTon bas been
I I informed that great Quantitics of new Cyder a¢ W 1775 Ban on selling hard cider to soldiers in camp.
daily brought into this Camp and fold to the Army
under his Command ; and as the Ufe of fuch poifon- Issued by: Quarter Master General Thomas Mifflin,
g“:lLiQ‘iOdf will incv]iatabslyl (g’roduccl:’l D(i;fordcrf ;:if tdhc_mof’c Continental Army, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
‘fatal Tendency to the Soldiers, the General finds it ne- P,
neffary to forbid the Sale of ibiin this Camp; and re- Addressed to: Civilian merchants and farmers.
commends to all the Officers under his Command to ) ]
prevent as much as poffible the $ale and Ule of it in 1776. Callfor linen and lint for bandages.
T Issued by: Committee of Observation, Lancaster,
W AR-O FFICE, Boffon, February 3, 1777 Pennsylvania.
_ : Addressed to: Women of Lancaster.
To the Seleltmen of /hﬁﬂ % @ e
1776. Request for aid in the defense of Philadelphia
AS the Articles herein enumerated, are abfolutely neceffary against advancing British troopsl
for the enfuing Campaign, a8d nothing is wanting to repell . .
our dc:crmincdi_ limrclcm'mg and qnprovlokcd enemies, but pre- Issued by: Pennsylvania Council of Safety.
paration and refolution to meet them—1It is moft earneftly defi- . i i
zed by the Board of War, ib behalf of chis ftare, dfu yf:u);vozld Addressed to: Battalion commanders in Lancaster County.
;xxlelrt yourfclvcsl, ang appoint fome proper perfons to procure the
ollowing articles, for which the legal (and where no price is isi
ftipulated) a rcafonable price will se given, the cxp:nccpcf col- 1777. Call for food and provisions.
lecting and tranfporting paid, and the {malleft ity wi Issued by: Massachusetts Board of War.
Addressed to: Town administrators (selectmen).
WASHINGTON, Esourr,
i i % 53 T ” 1777. Offer of pardon for deserters.
.GENERAL and COMMANDER ip CHIEF of the Forces
' of the Unrrib StaTes oF Amouica. Issued by: Major General Israel Putnam, Continental Army.
et Nt o w i A White Plains, New York.
k - tO Vi€ cipc~
B , mu? LAY an P m{ v Addressed to: Army deserters who return by January 1, 1778.
- cially given, I hereby enjoin and require all Perfons
reliding within feventy. Miles of my Head Quasies ©© @ 1777 Notice that unthreshed grain will be seized for
S el Gal @7 by che. Lt Day of Eroa, army’s use and recompensed at low rate.
- and the other Half by the 1ft Day of March next enfuing, . i )
on. Paingin.Calesof Bailv-e; of having all that fhall re- Issued by: %/Zﬂi;alFSnggge\:\Vr?:ymgrﬁn’ Continental Army,
T:ucm«g\ucg NIL DESPERANDUM. Addressed to: Farmers within seventy miles of Valley Forge.
Firft B‘:n‘:“gxﬂc:fil"““gl’;;“ Wal‘nﬁz' mkmgd‘dh 1777. Call to create a Loyalist battalion.
ir WiLLiam Howe, K. B.
e,ncy ; 4 : Issued by: British army, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
' q LL intrepid, Ih&odwd HEROES, who are willing to ferve - Addressed to: Pennsylvania Loyalists.
His Majefty King Georce the Third, in. Defence of their
£ — i 1ot Kuiiition, agiink dho attitsjiy Uhuyte 1778. Call to grant amnesty to Loyalists who surrender

to authorities.
Issued by: U.S. Continental Congress.
Addressed to: State legislatures.
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1775_

Call to civilian merchants and farmers for food and provisions, issued by Thomas Mifflin, Quarter Master General of
the Continental Army under General George Washington, Cambridge (near Boston), Massachusetts, 21 August 1775.

Scantling: small timbers used in construction, usually to prescribed dimensions.
Quarter Master General: officer in charge of providing food and supplies for an army.

Early American Imprints, Series |, Doc. 42951. Reproduced by permission of the Massachusetts Historical Society.
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e NZ7ha it/ ko ; ’
Heaa’—?{ua’rz‘ers, Cambridge, 27th Auguft, 1775
IS Exeellency General WasuincTon bas been
informed that great Quantities of new Cyder are
dax]y brought into this Camp and fold to the Army
under his Command ; and as the Ufe of fuch poifon-
ous Liquor will inevitably produce Diforders of the moft
“fatal Tendency to the Soldiers, the General finds it ne=
neflary to forbid the Sale of itin this Camp ; and re-

commends to all the Oﬁiccrs%}’lndcr his Command to

prevent as much as poeflible the Sale and Ule of itin

their refpective Departments.

Thofe Perfons who are fo&ﬁd in thls ﬁy fel.hn&
new Cyder to the Soldiers will be confidere : Eneﬁncf_:
to America, and be trcatcd"ac‘.cordu@ly

THO, MIFFLIN, Q M G

1775—

Ban on sale of hard cider to soldiers in camp, issued by Thomas Mifflin, Quarter Master General of the Continental Army,
Cambridge (near Boston), Massachusetts, 27 August 1775.

Early American Imprints, Series |, Doc. 42952. Reproduced by permission of the Boston [Massachusetts] Public Library.
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I N

COMMITTE E,

Lanesiter, Februcry 10, 1-76.

7 I"HE Committee confidering the Neccflity

therc may be for Linen for Bandages, &c.
for the Ule of the Army, requeft of the good
Woman of the Borough and County of Lancai-
ter, to collect fuch as they can conveniently
{parc {from their Families, and fend it to the
Houfcof Mr Adam Reigart, in the faid Borough,
where it will be thankfully received, and be dif-
poted ot as the Committec fhall dire¢t, among
the Surgeons ot the Army, for Lint and Drel-
fings, for fuch as may be fo unfortunate as to
be wounded in defending the Liberties of their
Country.

And thofe who have Leifure to make Lint
from old Rags, which they may have, will thew
a generous and humane Difpofition by {o doing;
and delivering it at Mr. Reigart’s, for the Pur-
pofcs aforefaid.

Signed by Order of the Committee,
GEO. ROSS, Chairman.

No. 484

_1776_

Request to the “good Woman [sic] of the Borough and County of Lancaster” for linen and lint for bandages,
issued by the Committee of Observation of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 10 February 1776.

Lint: fine material made by scraping linen or cotton cloth; used for bandages.

Early American Imprints, Series |, Doc. 14817. Digital image courtesy of the New York Public Library [sepia tone added].
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L N C L or SATETY,

Philadelphia, November 14th 1776,
12 o'Clock; Thurfday.

I have certain Intelligence that the Enemy has a&ually

failed from New-York Five Hundred Ships for thisCity,
and that great Numbers had got ouc of the Hook on 12 0Clock
Yefterday and were fteering towards our Capes: As you value che
Safety of your Country, and all chac is dear and valuable to Men,
we moft earneftly folicit your immediate Afliftance, and that you
will march all your Battalion to chis City withour the leaft

Delay. %‘ﬁy

As nothing but the moft hafty Marching of the Militia will
enable us to make a Stand, it is hoped that your Rt will
manifelt their ufual Spirit, and come forth on this tr}riné Occafion
with the Alacrity that will do them Honour. * If you can colle@ any

Shovels, Spades, Grubbing 1-]\;% and Pitching Axes, beg you will
brmg them forwald and the Pcnplc thall be paid for chem a full

| By Order of Council,

THOM AS WHARTON, Jun. Prefident.

Printed by JOHN DUNLAP, in Market-Street.

_1776_

Request from the Philadelphia Council of Safety to the Lancaster County Committee of Safety, issued
14 November 1776; copies to be delivered to the commanders of the eleven army battalions in Lancaster County,
urging their advance to Philadelphia to aid its defense against the British troops advancing from New York City.

Early American Imprints, Series |, Doc. 15021. Reproduced by permission of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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W AR-OFFICE, Boffon, February 3, 1777.

To the Selelimen of %’W% @ ';—'—“\\

AS the Articles herein enumcrated, are abfolutely neceflary
for the enfuing Campaign, aad nothing is wanting to repell
our determined, unrelenting and unprovoked enemies, but pre-
paration and refolution to meet them—1It is moft earneftly defi-
red by the Board of War, in behalf of this ftate, that you would
exert yourfelves, and appoint fome proper perfons to procure the
following articles, for which the legal (and where no price is
ftipulated) a reafonable price will s¢ given, the expence of col-
leéting and tranfporting paid, and the fmalleft quantity will be
acceptable.—It is requefted the articles may be delivered at #a-
tertown, to the order of the Commiffary-General, who will pay
for the fame upon delivery.—It is/alfo requefted that you i
mediately make return to this offie, of the quantity of each ar-
ticle you have a profpec of procuring, between this and the
tenth day of April next. - (
' By otder of the Doard,

;
SAMUEL| P. SAVAGE, Prefident) -

Tow Cloth yatd wide at 2/3 | 0ld Brafs ?per 1b.
and fo in proportion for wider  ©Old Copper 7/ ok
or narrower. ‘Soldiers Blankets. ,
Coarfe thread Hofe. Linen and Woolen large -
Yarn Stockings. thirts. 3
Shoes. Felt Hats. .
Beans. Striped, check'd and white
Pca{'c. ! « Flaonel. « :
Twine. Linen Rags.
Bar-Iron. Lint,
Fire-Arms.

~

1777

Call for food and provisions, addressed to town officials [written in hand, "Westborough],
issued by the Massachusetts Board of War, Boston, 3 February 1777.

Return: report. Tow Cloth: coarse inexpensive fabric used for sacks, work clothes, and other utilitarian purposes.

Early American Imprints, Series |, Doc. 43298. Reproduced by permission of the American Antiquarian Society,
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BY THE HONORABLE
Major-Genera! PUTNALY,

Commander of the Forcesof ic

(nited American States,

At and near the WHITE-PLAINS.
A PROCLAMATION.

V"X HEREAS fome Soldicrs of the Continental Army,
‘ V induced by arttul and infidious Perfons, have been
led to defert their Country's Service, and have aided the
Enemy in their wicked Purpofes to fubdue the Country ;
forae of whom arc deterree om returning w thei Duty
through Fear of Punifhment : And whereas many of the
eaceadic Inhabitants of thefe States bave, by artful and
defigning Perfons, been induced to leave their Habitations
and take Arms againft their Countrymen ; wko, con-
fcious of their Errors, are defirous of returning to- their
Habirations, but are deterred through Iear of Puniliiment,
I po THEREFORE DEcLAR®, '+ hat all Deferters fiom the
. Army of the United States, who will return to their Duty
by the Firft Day of Yaruary next, fhali have a free Par-
don : And thofe Inhabitarts who have been induccd to
enicr the Enemy’s Scrvice, fhall, on returning to their
Habitations, reccive Protc@'on, and Exemption irom pei-
{foral Punifhment for the alorefaid Offcnces.

0% N TR PR ! rr .29 -
GO JIF Y wed Y kil Gk JJL(IU'.V,.’,, LorSs IR S
' ] v

of Novembzr, Ao Domini, 1 277

ISRAEL PUTN AL

1777

Offer of amnesty for deserters who return to duty by January 1, 1778,
issued by Major General Israel Putnam, Continental Army, White Plains, New York, 17 November 1777.

Early American Imprints, Series |, Doc. 43380. Reproduced by permission of the American Antiquarian Society [sepia tone added].
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1777 -

Announcement to farmers within seventy miles of Valley Forge (winter quarters of the Continental Army) that any
unthreshed grain left in their fields after March 1, 1778, will be taken by the Continental Army, payment to be made
at the lower price of straw; issued by General George Washington, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 20 December 1777.

Early American Imprints, Series |, Doc. 15634. Reproduced by permission of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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1777 -

Recruitment broadside to create a battalion of Pennsylvania Loyalists, issued by the British army
during the occupation of Philadelphia, 1777. (Due to low response, the battalion was not formed.)

Latin header, “Teucro duce nil desperandum”: “Never despair with Teucer as leader” [Horace: Book I, Ode 7).
Handwritten note: “every non Com® [noncommissioned] officer was to receive 200 acres of land.”

Early American Imprints, Series | [LCP Supplement], Doc. 50427. Reproduced by permission of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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_1778_

Resolution calling on states to grant amnesty to Loyalists who turn themselves in by June 10, 1779;
issued to the states by the Continental Congress, York Town, Pennsylvania, 23 April 1778.

Early American Imprints, Series |, Doc. 16119. Courtesy of the Library of Congress, Broadside Collection, Call No.: Cont Cong no. 44a.
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