PANY 03 ()0 X0 Wkl MAKING THE REVOLUTION: AMERICA, 1763-1791
ion o PRIMARY SOURCE COLLECTION

from the

__BROADSIDE NEWS__

of the American Revolution

Wartime news based on “fresh intelligence” was spread through one-page broadsides printed quickly and posted throughout a town.

1776. News: British evacuation of Boston, March 17.
Content: Letter dated March 21 from Boston resident to a resident
of (probably) New York City.
As reported from: Boston, Massachusetts.
As reported (printed) in: New York City, New York (?).

1777. News: Repulsion of British at Saratoga, Oct. 6.
Content: Letter dated Oct. 9 from Gen. John Glover, near
Stillwater, New York, to Gen. William Heath, Boston.
As reported from: Boston, October 13.
As reported (printed) in: Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

1777. News: Repulsion of British attacks on New

Jersey forts near Philadelphia, Oct. 23.
Content: Three letters dated Oct. 23 from officers in Red Bank,
New Jersey, to Gen. Washington.
As reported from: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, by order of the
Continental Congress (printed in Lancaster, Penn.)

1779. News: Battle of Stono Ferry, S.C., June 20.

Content: News from a man “this moment arrived” in Providence
(perhaps June 21), as heard in Philadelphia from a man
p . e newly arrived from South Carolina; confirmed by Boston
Important'lntelllgence'of PEACE 4 men who heard news from another S.C. man.

Between America and Great-Bri- As reported from: Providence, Rhode Island, June 21 (?), 4pm.
téin, and all the European Powers As reported (printed) in: Worcester, Massachusetts, June 21.

MWar e S : 1780. News: American repulsion of British attack
SURE aid LT AL during siege of Charleston, S.C., April 25.
Content: Letter (excerpt) dated May 10 from Edenton, N.C.,
postmaster reporting news “from very good Authority.”

As reported from: Edenton, North Carolina, May 10.
As reported (printed) in: Baltimore, Maryland, May 20.

rica,
R e d Uit gy il ol 1781. News: British retreat after defeat in Battle of

. them Great Britain § that .
el b b B Guilford Courthouse, N.C., March 15.
e T g Content: Letter (excerpt), dated March 23, from Major Gen.

Nathanael Greene, Buffalo Creek, N.C.

As reported from: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 7.
As reported (printed) in: Boston, Massachusetts.

1783. News: Preliminary peace treaty signed in Paris,
January 21.

Content: Report from French warship that arrived in Philadelphia
Feb. 23 from Cadiz, Spain, after “a passage of 32 days.”

As reported from: —New York City, March 26, via “an express from
New Jersey”
—Philadelphia, March 24, via a news broadside
brought to New York by Lewis Morris
—Worcester, Mass., April 1, 5pm, via a man
delivering New York broadside of letter from
president of the Continental Congress (n.d.)
As reported (printed) in: Worcester, Massachusetts.

Copyright © National Humanities Center, 2010/2013. AMERICA IN cLASS™: americainclass.org/. Images identified through Early American Imprints,
American Antiquarian Society with Readex/NewsBank, No. 14763, 43383, 43402, 19418, 16702, 17391, 44389; black-and-white digital images from
EAI; color images from the individual repositories. Broadsides have been cropped to printed portion (except for the 1780 Baltimore announcement).
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Frelh Ne ws from

BOSTON.:

‘COPY of a Letter from a Perfon of Diftin&ion at Cambridge, tea Gentle-
wan in this City, dated Cambridge, March 21, 1776,

SIR,

SHALL now my dear Sir, acquaint you '

with fome further particulars than what I
bave before tranfmitted. The ftorm that
wvas fent on Tuefday-the 5th inftantat night,
prevented in all probability a deal of blood-
{hed, and the deftiu&ion ot Boften, Gen, Howe
had formed a defperate plan 3 Lord Percy was to
have attacked on the Wedne{day morning our fort
on Dorchefter Hill with about two thoufand men.

A feint was to have been made towards Lewch--
more’s-Peint, and Gen. Howe was to have ruthed .

on our lines at Roxbury with bayonets fixed with-
-out firing 2 gun. Had he been repulled, and our
Provincials lollowed him, a large number of field
-picces were to- have been fired upon them, and
then Ipiked up.  The Minifterialifts were to have
embarked as-ioon as poflible, while a bomb ketch
that was to be in readinefs, was to fire carcaffes
-upon the town, with a view of fetting it in flames,
:and thereby 1 fuppofe, covering .a¢ embarkation,
and diverting our people from the purfuit. Many
of them ackrowledged after the florm, that the
heavens were againlt them. After the difappoint-
ment, Flowe was tor getting off as faft at poffible;
‘he would have been on bnard on Friday, but the
wind chopt about. The Britith troops are com-
pleatly difgraced. They went off in an amazing
hurry, and evidertly under a panic.  They have
left behind them alarge quantity of coals, near 260
cord of woed, a confiderable number of pack fad-
dles, which the fubtile Gage got made before the
battle ot Lexington. that _his troops might convey
by means of them upon fingle horfes, all they
might want to carry with them through the woods
where carriages could ot go, and which may be
of great fervice to the Provincials in fome of the
colonies. What with thefe articles, whear, porter,
oats, &c, they have left to the amount of fome
thoufands fteriing 1 imagine. All the inhabitants 1
have converied” with, inform me that they have
been medt cruclly treated 3 but by none miore than
tories. On Friday the cryer

r all the inhalitarts not to

| U 4L

by the refucses and

-~
\

'were thus confined, the foldiers, failors, and refu-

gees, took the opportunity of breaking into houfes
and ftores, and plundering. As they could not
earry onboard for want of ftowage room, chairs,
tables, and the like, they deftroyed and burnt them.
A prodigious quantity of mahagony furniture has
been in this way demolifhed. When they were
gone off, upon fearch being made, fires were dif-
covered in feveral houfes, fo circumftanced as to
evidence a defign of fetting the houfes on fire, but
that was happily fruftrated.

General Robinfon under an official cover feems
to have been as great a plunderer as any, and to
have connived at the rafcally condu& of fmaller
villains. He might poffibly anfwer to himfelf for
the part he was a&ing, by viewing what he fecured
as an equivalent, for the many thoufands he has
out at intereft, and in property in your coleny, and
elfewhere, fhould the fame be feized. The pre's
will be employed fhortly in communicating to the
public, the fufferings of the Boftonians, drawn up
by one v ho has been thers the whole time, and

credied 3 and if that does not determine the
colenies never more to admit King’s troops into
the continent, 1 fhall think it ftrange. Since th=
mini(terialifts have left their works, every one that
furveys them is convinced whata moft hazardous
attempt it would have been to have endeavoured
to torce them, and are better fatisfied with that

feeming inalttivity, but really Fabian delay, jhat

was wifely adopted by our patriotie fenfible com-
manders.  Strain every nerve, hazard life rather
than admit of the regulars poffefling themfelves of
your city : but it is likely they are going to Hali-
fax : or if mot, thatyou will be ftrongly reinforced
’ere they can reachyou, Many of the fhips are
faiied. A number of gond large iron cannen have
been letr, which when we have unfpiked (feveral
are already) will ferve to fortify the town. Two
good mortars fell into the water at the wharf, as
they were attempting to put them on board, and
another was left upen the Common fpiked up.

It is reported that Manly has taken a fhip laden

vith Scotch Tories. and their property
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Light text, above: On Friday the [town] crier was sent about to order
all the inhabitants not to stir out of their houses till evening, while they

It is reported that Manly has taken a ship laden with
Scotch Tories [Loyalists], and their property.

National Humanities Center B Broadside News from the American Revolution, 1776-1783
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Good! News from the Northern Army.

BOSTON, Ofober 13, 1777.
This Morning at three o’Clock, an Exprefs ar-
rived at General Heath's, the following
Letter, viz. S o
Caemp. tbree Miles above Still Water, Ofo. g-
DEAR GENERAL, :

HIS wili acknowledge the Receipt
of yours of the 29th ult. and will
inform you, that on Tucfday laft

the Enemy advanced from the Righr, with
a Delign to take Poft on our Left, our Scouts
were drove in—they continued advancing,

Three Regiments were ordered out, who
met them a Mile from our Lines, a fmall
Eminence being between them, each pufthed
hard for it—— . Qur Troops gain’d it.—The

ttack began at four o’Clock, P. M. con-
tinued till dark, without any Intermiflion ;
during, which we drove them two Miles, &
at laft entered their Works Sword in Hand.
In the A&ian a0d in their Works, were ta-
ken two brafs twelve Pounders, and fix fix
Pounders, three Ammunition Waggons, a-
bout 300 Tents, a great Quantity of Bag-
gage, with upwards of thirty Horfes, Wag-
gons, &c. *c &
. It now Le.ame very dark, could not pur-
fue them any further, nor was itfafe or prac-
ticable, the Waods being very thick.

We halted half 2 Mile in the Pear cf
them, there remained 2 whole Nighe, wigh
our Arms @ our Hands, not 2 Man flept.—
About Four in the Morning they began to
move. We puthed on till they were drove
into their Strong Works,on the River Road.

Skirmifthing Parties were fent out the
whole Day ;—fome Prifoners taken, fome
killed, and wounded on our fide. '

|
Among the Wounded is the gnod Gene-

ral LINCOLN, fnot through the Leg, wifh
he may fave it, but is much doubted.—The
brave General ARNOLD was wounded in
the Aétion the Day before.

As we have not been able to get in Re-

turns, cannot give you a particular Account
of our Lofs ; however, it is vgry inconfide-
rable———1 believe 1 may veoture to fay,
aot more than thirty killed, not more than
dne hundred wounded. : . g

The Enemy’s Lofs cn Tuefday mufl be
great! General FRAIZER wourded,
(fince dead.) . Taken three Fieid Officers,
fix Capuains, ten Subalterns, one Quarrer
Mafter General, one hungdred and ninty Pri-
vates———taken in the Hcpitsl .on Wed-
nefday about three hundred Sick 2nd woun-
ded, with fume Medicenes, two hundred
Barrels of Flour, with _many other Articles,
~Befides thefe, upwards of one hundred
now lays dead on the Giound, which we
have not been able to bury, .

Much Honor is due to our Officers and
men, who fought like Heroes.:

The Enemy" began . their Retreat at g

o'Clock at night, breaking up all the Bridg="

es, and otherwife fpoiling the Roads, in ¢éir
Rear. - LR
Thurfday moining 100 men, ferved with
three Days Provifions, began their march to
hang on their Left Flank (the River being
on the Right) and two Brigades on the Ri-
ver Road, on their Rear, but could not pro-
ceed, asit fet in full of Rain,and {0 conti-
nues. . P

Shall pulh on immediately, on its cleairing
up, when 1 hope to give you a further ac-
count of them. Till ¢hgn,! am your Honor’s

Moft obedient Servant,

. John Glover, Major General

O&ober 10. g 0’Clock,three thoufand have
already marched on their Left Flank ; and
our whole Body is paraded, and will march
immediately, J.G

much in Favour of Gen. Lincoln, i am i@

P. S. 11. A. M.This Morning Simptoad
Hopes he will fave his Leg-~The Exprefg”

heard a very heavy Cannonade al! the nexg'
Day while on his Way hither,

PORTSMOUTH, Printz.

National Humanities Center B Broadside News from the American Revolution, 1776-1783
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Repulsion of British attacks on New Jersey near Philadelphia, October 23, 1777. Broadside printed in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, by order of the Continental Congress.

2
2
[}
2
=
o)
M
2
@
2
15
g
2
i
c
2
1]
o
@
a
£
15
6]
c
<
S
il
[}
<
=
=
S
c
2
0
2
€
£
ja}
=%
=
)
©
Q
o
=}
S
°
2
=%
)
24
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Officers’ letters from Red Bank, New Jersey, to General Washington. Four battalions of Germans: Hessian troops hired to fight for Britain.
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Important Intelligence.

PROVIDENCE, 4 o'clock, Afternoon,
GENTLEMAN this moment arrived, ia eight days from Phi.

" & ladelphia, brings the following moft agreabls and important
news, viz.

_==THAT Mr, George Bryan, immediately from South Carolina,
had arrived in Philadelphia, who brought advice, That Gereral'
Prevoft advanced with 2000 men, and attacked Charlettown, which
was detended by a body cf the town and neighbouring militia- ---
That after repeated repulles they renewed their attempt with the
bayonet only ; and that at the crifis of the confli®t, when fuccefs was
dubious, General Lincoln fell wpan their reat, and gained a viQory
as honcurable as it will be happy in its confequences to that fuffer-
ing country. Seventeen hundred of the enemy were left upon the
field, and all their a'nllery and baggage. The refidue fied in fmall,
detatched paitics, in cvery dirction 3 many, if not all, of whem®
muft inevitably tail iuto o hands,  Mr Biyan, whe brings this
inteiligence, may berelied on, as he is well known in Philadelphia
as 2 man of hunour and veracity,

WORCESTER, June 21,

Woe are informed by feveral Gentlemen from Boflon, that the a-
bove intelligence 15 cor.fi:med by a perion who arrived there on Sa-
tarday lait trom New Yok, having made his efcape from that city,
‘I he news arrived there by a veflil from the fouthward,

RHERSDIC B IOICEIUICRIORLERIOTOBSOI Lottt OiOfo!
WORCESTER : Printed by I, THOMAS,

The battle ended with no clear victory for either side, although the British succeeded in resisting the American attack, which had to
be called off due to low ammunition. Of about 1200 American troops, about 30 were killed, 115 wounded, and 155 were reported

missing. Of 900 British troops, about 30 were killed, 100 wounded, and an unknown number missing. (Statistics vary.)

National Humanities Center B Broadside News from the American Revolution, 1776-1783

*A19100S ueLenbiuy uesuswy ay) Jo uoissiwiad Aq paonpoiday

"S)I@snNyoeSSe|\ ‘181S82I0/\ Ul paiund apispeolg "6//T ‘0Z aunc “euljored Yyinos ‘Alis- ouols Jo ajreg



Reproduced by permission of the Maryland Historical Society. American repulsion of British attack during siege of Charleston, S.C., April 25, 1780. Broadside printed in Baltimore, Maryland.

Instant: of this month.

On May 8, shortly after the failed British assault on Fort Moultrie in Charleston harbor, the British captured the fort. On May 12, Charleston fell to the British.

National Humanities Center B Broadside News from the American Revolution, 1776-1783
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Cornwallis Retreatimg !
PHILADELPHIA, April 7, 1781.

Extract of a Letter from Major-General Greere, dated
CAMP, at Buffelo € -eek, March 23, 1781.

¢ N the 16th Inftant I wrote your Excellency, giving an
Account of an A&ion which happened atGuilfordCourt-
Houfe the Day before. I was then perfuaded that notwithftand-
ing we were obliged to give up the Ground, we had reaped the
Advantage of the A&tien. Circumftances fince confirra me in
Opinion that the Enemy were too much gauled to improve
their Succeft, We lay at the Iron-Works three Days, prepar-
ing ourfelves for another Action, and expe@ing the Enemy to
advance : But of a fudden they took their Departure, leaving
behind them evident Marks of Fiftrefs. Ail our wounded ac
Cuilford, which had fallen iato their Hands, and 70 of their own,
r00 bad to move, were left ac New-Garden. Moft of their Ofli-
cers fufiered-- Lord Cornwailis had his Horfe thot under him--~
Col. Steward, of the Guards was killed, General O Hara and
Cols, Tarlton and Webfter, woundéd. Only three Field-Officers
cfcaped, if Reports, which feem'to be authentic, can be relied
on.
Our Army are in good Spirits, notwithftanding cur Sufferings,
and arc advancing towards the Enemy; they are retreating to
Juf\-Cl’(‘Ck
In “outh-Carolina, (‘encrals Snmptv and Ma' .an have gained
feveral licde Advantages.  In one the Encemy foft 6o Men, who
had under their Caie a large Quanmny of Srores, which were
taker, but by an unfortunate foH ¢ veere aftorwords re caken.

Publithed by Order,
(HAKL; S PHOMSON, Sceretary.
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Important Intelligence of PEACE |
Between America and Great-Bri-
tain, and all the European Powers

at War.' .
"SURE and

NEW-Y ORK, Mach 26,

A GENERAL PEACE.

ATE on Monday night, arrived an exé

fprgﬁr from NewJerFe 75 which brought
the following account :—‘Fha‘t on Sunday
laft the 23d inft. a veffel arrived at Phila-
delphia from Cadiz, with difpatches to the
Continental Congrefs, informing them, That
on TUESDAY the 21ft of JANUARY,
the PRELIMINARIES to a GENERAL
PEACE, between Great-Britain, France,

_ *Spain, Holland, and the United States of

»

America, were figned at Paris, by all the

mmiffieners from thofe powers; in con-
fequence of which, hoftilities, by fea and
land, were to ceafe in Europe, on Thur{day
the 20th of February ; and in America, on
THURSDAY the 20th of March, in the
prefent year, one thoufand feven hundred
and eighty-three. ’ ;

This very important intelligence was on

CERTAIN.

Monday night announced by the firing of -

cannon,and great rejoicings atEfizabeth Town,
.Late laft night arrived Lewis Morris, Efq;

,exprefs from Philadelphia, who brought a

 printed paper, from which the following are

~ copied. o 2
PHILADELPHIA, March 24,1783
Yefterday arrived after a paffage of 32
-days from quiz, a ¥rench floop of war; com-

-~ -manded by M. duQuefne, with the agree-

able intelligence of PEACE.

The particular articles refpeQing this hap-

Py and glorious eyentare as followsr

The principal ARTICLES of the PRELI-
“MINARIES of PEACE, of the 21t of
« January 1783, >
RANCE to retain Tobage and Senegil.
France to reftore to Great-Britain, Gre-
nada, Saint Vincents; Dominica, and Saint
Chriftophers, * : ‘
St. Euftatia, Demerara, Barbice, and iﬂ'g-
quibo, to be reftored to the Dutch:
Great-Britain to reftore to France, Goree;
8t. Lucia, St.Pierre, and Miquelon.
The Fithely of France and England, on
_ the' Coaft of Newfoundland, to remain en the
fame footing on which tééy were by the
Treaty of 1763, except that part of the
‘Coaft of Bonavifta,at Cape St. John’s, thall
belong to the Englifh: - g
France to be re-eftablifhed in the Eaft-
! Indies, as well in Bengal, as on the Eaft and
Weeft Coaft of the Peninfula, as regulated
by tne Treaty of 1763.

The Articles of the precesding Treaties,

concerning the demolition of Dunkirk; to
be fupprefled, - : o ‘

ain to retain Minorca and Weft- Florida.

reat-Britdin cedes Eaft-Florida to Spain.

An agreement to be entered into between

| difperfing

Spain and Great-Britain, about ‘the cutting
of wood in the bay of Honduras,

Great-Britain to retain the Dutch fettlea
ment of Negapatnam, in the Eaft-Indies.

Gredt Britain to reftore Trinquemale to
the Dutch if not retaken. . 2

St. Euftatia, Demarara, and Ifequebo, to
be reftored by the French to the United
Provinces. ’

Grear-Britain acknowledges the Sives
reignty and Independence of the Thiricen
United States of America.

The limits of the United States to he a8
agreed upen in the Provifional Articles be=
tween them and Great Britain ; excepr that
they fhail not extend further down the ri=
ver Miflifippi than the $2d degree of North
Jatitude from whencea line is to be dra
10 the head of the river St. Mary: ong
the middle of that river down 10 ws mouth.

WORCESTER, Apiil 1, 5 0

1783.

. We have this moment received the above
truly interefting and pleafing intelligence by a
Gentleman dire&ly from Bofton. ~The Intel=
ligence arrived there yefterday in four day#
from the City of () R

Great rejoicing has been c
ever the above glorious inte
he preliminaries with America nearly as

ublithed laft, Thurfday. | 3

%opy of a letter from Elias Boudinot, Efg§

Prefident t{‘ the Continental Congrefs, io

William
New-Jerfey. : )
“ An exprefs has juft atrived from ont
board a floop of war in the river, which
lefe Cadiz February 14.—She announces
that the definitive treaty, having been fiyn-
ed by all the belli erent powers, on the
21ft of January, all boftilities had ceafed
in Europe ; and that the fame. happy e«
vent was to take place in this country on
the 20th of March inftant. The Count d’
Eftaing, who was ready .to fail wit
1hips -of the line, a very formidable
mént, had givea up the aitempt; and ‘wa
§is fleet to the different ports.
This fhip does not bring us official dif=
Eatches, having been fent by the Count d’
ftaing, and the Marquis de'la Fayette; in

ivingfton, Efg; Governor of

‘hopes that fhe might by accident (as fhe

has done) be the fortunaté medium of the
eirlieft communication.—Although the ftage

oes ‘to-morrow morning, I could not with
%atis‘fa&_io‘n‘ to my own inind, {uffer your

. Exccllency 4nd my friends in Trenton, te

be deprived of the knowledge of {o happy
an event, one moment longer than abfolutd
neceffity required, =~ . -

T have the honor to be, &¢, &

DEO
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